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CAUSE NO.
THE STATE OF TEXAS §  IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
VS. § 3@ JUDICIAL DISTRICT
AARON HORTA § MAVERICK COUNTY, TEXAS

DEFENDANT’S PETITION TO STAY THE PROCEEDINGS AND DIS UALIFY THE
COUNTRY ATTORNEY FROM EAGE PASS POLICE DEPARTMENT CASE
NUMBER 202400025824

NOW COMES, Alberto Rodriguez, Attorney at Law and files this his Petition to Stay the
Proceedings and Disqualify the Maverick County Attorney involving the Defendant that occurred on
November 6, 2024, Eagle Pass Police Department Number 202400025824, and for cause would
show the following:

L

The “victim”, Amanda Balderas, filed a police report against the Defendant with the Eagle
Pass Police Department on November 6, 2024. The Eagle Pass Police Department number is
202400025824, The “victim” alleges, among other things, that the Defendant committed assault
against her on that date. After undergoing multiple interviews and requests, the Defendant filed an
Affidavit of Non-Prosecution with the Eagle Pass Police Department on November 9, 2024. The
Eagle Pass Police Department, during the course of their investigation, deemed the matter closed as
there was msufficient evidence to proceed with any charges against the Defendant. During this time,
the Defendant filed a pending complaint against Amanda Balderas for harassment/stalking that is
currently pending with the Eagle Pass Police Department. The case number in that incident is
202400026014. Among the allegations and evidence in that case is Amanda Balderas sent multiple
text messages and communications through Facebook threatening to re-open the charges with the

Eagle Pass Police Department.



hlG\lllVl‘ll\aﬂll’ I 1ITUu aun

11/18/2024 2:55 PM

Leopoldo Vielma, District Clerk
Maverick County, Texas

By: Irma A Castillo, Deputy

Amanda Balderas proceeded with her threat and demanded that the Eagle Pass Police
Department re-open the investigation against the Eagle Pass Police Department. The Eagle Pass
Police Department complied and continued their investigation of the incident. The Defendant was
interviewed, and Ms. Amanda Balderas was interviewed again at her insistence and request. Among
the investigation was an interview done by the Maverick County Texas Ranger Jose Sanchez at the
request of Amanda Balderas. After the interview of Amanda Balderas by the Maverick County
Texas Ranger, Amanda Balderas again recanted her statement. The Eagle Pass Police Department
and the Maverick County Texas Ranger at that time deemed there was insufficient evidence to
proceed with any charges.

The Defendant then learned that the Maverick County Attorney demanded the re-opening of
the case, Eagle Pass Police Department Number 202400025824, even though the “victim” Amanda
Balderas has twice recanted her statement regarding her allegations against the Defendant and law
enforcement has deemed there is insufficient evidence to proceed with any charges against the
Defendant.

1L

The Maverick County Attorney currently has a pending stalking/harassment charge against
Amanda Balderas that is currently pending. The Maverick County Attorney is proceeding with the
prosecution of that case.

Further, the Defendant currently works as a Deputy Sheriff for the Maverick County
Sheriff’s Office. During his official capacity while working for the Maverick County Sheriff’s
Office, the Defendant arrested one of the Maverick County Attorney investigators this year for
assault.

Finally, the Defendant worked under what is known “Operation Lonestar” as a ranch liaison
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from November 2021-October 2023. The Maverick County Attorney took over the control of
Operation Lonestar. Upon taking control of Operation Lonestar, the Maverick County Afttorney
immediately replaced the Defendant with another individual.

The Defendant moves to disqualify the Maverick County Attorney and appoint an
independent Attorney Pro Tem and/or special prosecutor for purposes of this case.

1.

The Defendant moves to disqualify the County Attorney for purposes of this case because the
Maverick County Attorney’s actions arise to a level of a conflict of interest that arises to a duc
process violation. In Texas, a Court may disqualify a prosecutor for a “conflict of interest” that
arises to the level of a due process violation. Landers v. State, 256 8.W.3d 295 (Tex. Crim. App.
2008). As shown above, law enforcement officials have twice deemed that the charges are not
warranted against the Defendant. Further, a conflict of interest arises for the Maverick County
Attorney in 2 ways: 1) the “victim”, Amanda Balderas hasa pending case with the Maverick County
Attorney that the Maverick County Attorney is pursuing, 2) the Defendant was involved in a lawful
incident exercising his duties against one of the investigators of the Maverick County Attorney, and
3) the Maverick County Attorney previously replaced the Defendant with another individual
immediately after taking over the grant the Defendant was employed for. Allowing the Maverick
County Attorney to re-open this investigation against the Defendant is nothing more than a clear due
process violation of the Defendant’s constitutional rights to have an independent, impartial
prosecutor review this case. Therefore, the Defendant seeks to disqualify the Maverick County
Attorney and have the Court appoint an independent Attorney Pro Tem or prosecutor for purposes of
this case.

Wherefore, Premises Considered, the Defendant moves the Court to issue an order to Stay
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the Proceedings and Disqualify the Maverick County Attorney for this alleged incident that
happened on November 6, 2024, and to appoint an Attorney Pro Tem or Special Prosecutor for this

case for Bagle Pass Police Department Number 202400025824,

Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/ Alberto Rodriguez
ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ
Attorney at Law
545 Quarry Street
EAGLE PASS, TX 78852
Tel:  (830)757-2424
Fax: (830) 757-2525
S.B.N. 24061265

COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

ITHEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Defendant’s
Petition to Stay the Proceedings and Disqualify the County Attorney from Eagle Pass Police
Department Case Number 202400025824, was served by e-filing to the Maverick County Attorney’s

Office, on this the 18 day of November, 2024.

/s/ Alberto Rodriguez
Alberto Rodriguez




